
 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
 

 
 

School dinners provide a healthy, nutritious and tasty meal. Research has shown that a school dinner can 
improve concentration levels. Menus are changed often and can be viewed on the Bracknell Forest 
website. 
By applying for free school meals your child could benefit from a school dinner whilst saving you money. 
But it’s not just a free meal. When you register for free school meals and are eligible, your child’s school will 
receive valuable additional funding from the Government, called Pupil Premium.  

 
 Universal Infant Free School Meals 
In September 2014, the Government introduced Universal Infant Free School Meals. This means that all 
children in reception, year one and year two are eligible to receive a free school meal. Parents do not need 
to do anything to qualify for these meals, however if you apply for the pupil premium, your child’s school will 
still benefit from the much needed addition Government funding.  

 
 How this additional Government funding is used by schools 
This funding will be invested in your child at school. All schools will use their funding differently, for example 
some schools offer discounted uniform or help with school trips for those children who raise the pupil 
premium for their school. If you would like to know how your child’s school using this funding, please 
contact them.  
 
 Who is eligible to claim Free School Meals or Pupil Premium? 
All children in reception, year one and year two are automatically entitled to a free meal under the 
Governments Universal Infant Free School Meal scheme. However, those parents of children in these years 
that are in receipt of one of the following benefits may be eligible to raise pupil premium for their child’s 
school. 
 
Parents with children in year 3 upwards, in receipt of one of the following benefits, may be eligible to claim a 
Free School Meal for their child as well as the additional pupil premium for their child’s school. 
 
• Income Support • Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment & Support 

            Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration & 

            Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension 

            Credit  
• Universal Credit provided they have an  

annual net earned income not exceeding  
£7,400 (£616.67 per month) 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 
            entitled to Working Tax Credit) and have an  
            annual gross income of no more than £16.190 

 
If you are entitled to Working Tax Credit during the four week period immediately after your employment 
stops, or after you start to work less than 16 hours per week, your child would be eligible for free school 
meals for this four week period only.  
 
 How to apply 
If you would like to apply for Free School Meals or Pupil Premium, please either: 
• Complete the form overleaf and return it to your child’s schools, or School Admissions, People 

Directorate, Bracknell Forest Council, FREEPOST SCE15737, Bracknell, RG12 1BR – no stamp 
required 

• Apply online: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 
 

• Call 01344 352000 
 

 
 

http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals


 
                     OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL / PUPIL 
PREMIUM APPLICATION FORM 
Please complete ALL sections of this form and return to School  
Admissions* or your child’s school. Alternatively you can apply 
online at: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 
 
CHILD(REN)S DETAILS 
First Name Surname Date of Birth School Attending 
    

    

    

    
 
PARENT/CARER DETAILS (if in receipt of one of the benefits above) 

First Name  

Surname  

Date of Birth  

National Insurance Number  
e.g AA 12 34 56 A 
 

 

         
 

Relationship to child  

Do you live with the child?  

 
 

 
**I understand that all the information I have provided on this form to process my initial and 
ongoing claim as allowed by law for free school meals/pupil premium is subject to GDPR 
(General Data Protection Regulation) and my personal data as provided on this form will be 
exchanged with the school/s named on the application. This data alongside any additional 
documents supplied in support of my application may also be exchanged with other 
departments within Bracknell Forest Council, as well as other Local Authorities, Admissions 
Authorities, Schools and Government Agencies where necessary in order to fulfil any 
statutory duty in relation to your claim. 
For further details please refer to our Privacy Notice available on the Council's website 
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk  
 

**Signature  

Date:   

 
 

 
 

*School Admissions, People Directorate, Bracknell Forest Council,  
FREEPOST SCE15737, Bracknell, RG12 1BR – no stamp required 

http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/

