
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Learning Together, Succeeding Together 
 

Achieving excellence through personal development, 

integrity and ambition. 
 

Find us on: 

Facebook: Search “The Emmbrook School” 

Twitter: @Emmbrookschool 

Website: www.emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk 

Instagram: theemmbrookschool 
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Introduction from Mr McSweeney, Headteacher 

Dear Students, 

I think it is important that I address this letter to you, the students, because it underscores how the process of 

choosing a Sixth Form is such a personal choice for you. The beauty of A-level study is that you have the 

chance, for the first time in your education, to truly specialise. To put it another way, you are freed from the 

GCSE system, which requires you to cover the full breadth of the curriculum; you can pursue the courses that 

excite and inspire you – I still remember the joy of specialising at A-level.  

The other significant difference with The Emmbrook’s Sixth Form is your status in our community. Our Year 12 

and 13 students are a bridge between the lower school and the staff and you will feel that difference in the 

way that you are treated and engaged with. You will have additional freedoms and responsibilities. I expect 

you to play a full and active part in the life of our school – that is why I believe that staying in a school Sixth 

Form is a richer experience than joining a vast sixth form college. You are leaders in this school and we in turn 

will listen and provide you with the experiences that you want and need.  

I am confident that you will have heard from our current Year 12 and 13 students that Mr Constable is an 

outstanding new Head of Sixth Form. Since taking on the role in the summer he has injected a new energy 

which has been palpable. He is a dedicated and thoughtful leader who is driven to ensure that every member 

of our Sixth Form receives outstanding teaching and exceptional pastoral care. It is always the case, I believe, 

that you can only really judge a person by what it is that they achieve; Mr Constable’s Sixth Form is friendly, 

supportive and academically focussed – what more could I ask for from him?  

Our Sixth Form offers the right balance of academic excellence, pastoral care and wider opportunities. We are 

an inclusive Sixth Form, providing opportunities for you to reach your goals, be that a place at Oxbridge through 

to being ready to enter the world of work – you will have our expertise and support at every step of the journey.  

The most fundamental principle must be that you make an informed choice – this is your future – the decision 

you make about the next two years has the potential to shape your entire life. Indeed, my decision to study an 

economics degree, to train as an economics teacher and now to have the best job in the world, all directly stem 

from my A-level economics teacher, Mr Drake. I remain so grateful to him and I know literally hundreds of 

students over the last 15 years who have passed through our Sixth Form and can each identify their Emmbrook 

‘Mr Drakes’ – I want each of you to have that opportunity. 

Ask questions, think hard, be guided by your parents and teachers (they have a valuable insight, take advantage 

of that!) and make a positive choice for your future. 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr McSweeney, Headteacher 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Introduction from Mr Constable, Head of Sixth Form 

The Emmbrook Sixth Form is a special place that is at the heart of the Emmbrook community and is proud of its 

engagement with the wider school, and local community.  We offer our students the opportunity to develop a wide 

range of transferable skills, as well as a space in which they can be academically successful.  Our aim is to provide 

all our students with the foundation to embrace challenges in their future, and to thrive within the modern 

workplace. 

At the Emmbrook, we aim to equip our students with the ability to make judgements, show empathy and build a 

moral compass, whilst defining their academic pathway.  We offer a range of subjects which are delivered by expert 

classroom practitioners and which enable our students to follow a number of different paths academically.   

Outside of the classroom, there are also a number of opportunities offered to help our students develop the skills 

they will need for the future.  We offer a range of leadership opportunities, allow our students to take an active role 

in shaping the future of both the Sixth Form and the school as a whole.  There are a number of Sixth Form 

dedicated trips, such as China and Camps International, which offer our students fantastic  opportunities to visit 

and experience cultures from around the world.  We also encourage and provide opportunities for our Sixth 

Formers to get involved in the school and local communities through our community service, peer mentoring and 

wider volunteering programmes. 

One of the most exciting, and truly unique aspects of our Sixth Form are the fundraising events we undertake 

throughout the year.  There are a number of individual events, such as the Sixth Form Christmas Market and the 

Easter Egg Hunt, which allow us to raise money for local charities such as the me2club.  There is also our 

showpiece event, the Sixth Form Fundraising Week during which Sixth Formers and staff come together to put on a 

series of amazing shows/events for the lower school with the aim of raising money for a charity that is close to the 

hearts of the Sixth Form students.  This year we raised over £2000 for the charity ‘Young Minds’.  On a personal 

level, this event is always one of my proudest moments because it highlights many of the values which make our 

Sixth Form so special.  It places the Sixth Form at the heart of the school community and the energy on show 

during the week demonstrates how selfless our Sixth Form students are and how dedicated they are to the school 

and to helping others who might be in need of support.  

Overall, the Emmbrook Sixth Form supports its Sixth Formers in starting their 

journey to become successful, open-minded and resilient young adults.  Whatever 

path they want to follow, we will guide them with expert teaching and 

outstanding advice.  When they choose to join the Emmbrook Sixth Form, they 

are not just joining an institution that will enable them to succeed academically, 

they are joining a community which will support and care for them and where 

they will make lasting memories and lifelong friendships. 

I look forward to welcoming you into our Sixth Form in September. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

David Constable – Head of Sixth Form 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Introduction from Miss Horne, Head of Year 11 

It is beyond belief that I am already preparing to say goodbye to this fantastic group of young people 

and see them off onto the next stage of their adventure. Having spent just over a year together so far, I 

have learnt of the aspirations and future dreams for so many of the cohort and there is no doubt that 

choosing the next stepping stone is one of the hardest. There are a huge variety of options available: 

some year 11s will leave us for a new setting but, hopefully, many will remain with us at The Emmbrook 

Sixth Form so that I can continue to see them for 2 more years! Having remained at The Emmbrook 

Sixth Form myself I can confidently say that I was looked after, supported and encouraged to achieve 

my dreams of being a teacher from the personalised support available. The genuine care and interest 

that The Emmbrook Staff have for this cohort will continue into Sixth Form enabling for a student-

focused approach to learning; not only that but knowing us teachers makes this big jump a little easier. 

It has been an absolute pleasure to work with this wonderful year group and see each and every one of 

them develop into the well-rounded young adults that they now are. I am certain that, no matter what 

they choose to go on and do, they will be extremely successful and I cannot wait to see and hear all 

about it in 5, 10 and 20 years’ time.  

Miss Horne - Year Leader for Y11 

Introduction from Emily Sylvester, Deputy Head Girl 

To put it honestly, the jump from GCSE to A-Level is the hardest transition that students face nowadays. 
The workload is challenging, stress can increase, and feelings of self-doubt can creep into everyday life. 
All these things I have experienced first hand, however, The Emmbrook School always puts their 
students first and ensures that support, whether that be academically or pastorally, is only a helping 
hand away.   
 
As Deputy Head Girl, I am so proud to be a representative member of this school not 
only for its strive for improvement, but its compassion for success in students led by 
our fantastic Headteacher, Mr McSweeney. The Emmbrook Sixth Form not only 
provides excellent teaching from dedicated staff but builds a strong sense of 
independence for students both personally and academically. By gaining the privilege 
of free periods, the Sixth Form Study Area is an excellent place to study hard and gain 
access to computers for class work and research, alongside the Common Room which 
is a vibrant area to rest and rejuvenate with friends.  
 
The Emmbrook Sixth Form, led by Mr Constable, is constantly improving and I promise 
you that, if you pick us for the next step of your journey, you will have support every 
step of the way in order to reach your full potential and be the best version of you.   
 
Emily Sylvester - Deputy Head Girl 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastoral support in Sixth Form 

Throughout their time at the Emmbrook Sixth Form each student is assigned to a dedicated tutor who supports 

them with their learning and wider experiences within the Sixth Form.  They spend 25 minutes a day with their 

tutor, during which time they will undertake a range of activities to help them develop the correct mindset for A 

level study and to assist them with their progression plans. 

VESPA Model 

During year 12 our tutorial programme is based around the VESPA model.  This is a tried and tested method for 

assisting A level students with developing the skills needed to be successful.  It is focused on helping students 

move from a ‘fixed’ to a ‘growth’ mindset and provides them with the tools needed to embrace the challenges at A 

level and to be successful in their studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progression 

Students start to focus on their progression plans early in year 12 as part of the VESPA model. From May half term 

we shift our focus in tutorials to progression planning.  All students are enrolled on the UCAS system and the tutors 

support each student with the writing of their personal statements.  We encourage all students to write a 4000 

character personal statement, even if they are not applying to UCAS, because it provides a foundation for any 

progression route.  As an institution, we work closely with Wellington College to provide support for all our UCAS 

applicants, especially those looking at Russell Group universities.  There is a dedicated section of the Sixth Form 

Sharepoint site aimed at supporting students through the progression process, exploring UCAS and a range of 

alternative progression routes.  In addition, all of our tutors are experienced with personal statement writing and 

we have an excellent track record with supporting our students through their progression paths. 

Additional Studies 

Throughout their time at the Emmbrook Sixth Form, students have a one hour session every two weeks focused on 

preparing them for life after Sixth Form.  During year 12, this session is focused on exploring a number of areas 

that students will encounter after school, such as financial awareness.  During year 13, this session is a progression 

workshop; it is a time when all learners have dedicated support from the Sixth Form team to assist them to obtain 

the progression route they wish to follow post 18. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Aspects 

Keeping a balance between school work and social life in Sixth Form is made easy through various social 
events. Key aspects are the frequent social events that occur outside of the school which help integrate 
the two years together. They also have various Sixth Form events such as fundraising week, which work 
on a similar level to integrate students. The social areas of the school create a great atmosphere 
between the two Sixth Form years. 

Fundraising Week 

The annual fundraising week organised by the Year 12 leadership team and supported by the 
fundraising committee, is an integral part of Sixth Form life. It involves the whole school and everyone 
participates enthusiastically. The week involves a range of events, all organised by the Sixth Form, and 
traditionally ends with a staff event.  This is a fantastic opportunity to raise large amounts of money for 
the chosen charity, and have fun at the same time. Last year, the school raised over £2500 for their 
chosen charity.  Participating in the fundraising week is a great way to develop team work and 
communication skills and also gain experience in planning events. 

Community Service 

As an Emmbrook Sixth Form student, you will complete 20 hours of community service over the course 
of the school year – roughly an hour a week, whether it be helping teachers in lessons, giving tours to 
parents or working for charities. This doesn’t have to be completed within the school hours or on the 
school site. These extra-curricular activities enable students to develop a sense of community and are an 
excellent opportunity for them to be equipped with new, transferable skills. Collectively, this means 
thousands of hours of help for teachers in school and local voluntary organisations. The hours will be 
signed off by the form tutor and are a fantastic benefit when it comes to references for University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Peer Mentoring 

Peer mentoring is an excellent opportunity for Sixth Formers to work with students from the lower 

school who may need that extra bit of support during their studies.  All sixth form students are offered 

this opportunity and are provided with the training and support needed in order to be a successful peer 

mentor.  Peer mentoring takes a variety of forms, you could be paired with a student from year 8 

through to year 11, support the homework club, or support a safe space for vulnerable students during 

break times.  Peer mentoring enables you to develop a range of skills which are highly valued at 

university. 

Leadership Opportunities 

During year 12, all students will be offered the opportunity to take on a leadership role within the Sixth 

Form and wider school.  There are a number of sixth form committees, such as the fundraising 

committee and social and wellbeing committee, which you can join.  Being part of a committee provides 

you with the opportunity to help shape the direction in which the Sixth Form moves forward.  In year 

12, there is also the opportunity to be a House Captain for one of the four houses at the school.  This 

allows you the opportunity to have a wider impact on school life by working with staff and the lower 

school to organise a range of extra-curricular events for the school.  In year 13, all students have the 

opportunity to apply to be part of the student leadership team and potentially take on the role of Head 

Boy or Head Girl for the school.  These are the most senior leadership opportunities available to students 

and allow you to take on a major role in the running of the school during your final year. 

Trips 

We pride ourselves on offering a range of extra-curricular opportunities to our students in the Sixth 

Form.  All students are taken to a careers fair during year 12 and to a ‘safe drive, stay alive’ event aimed 

at new drivers.  In addition, students are offered the opportunity to sign up to a range of trips, such as 

Tyr Abad and China, which offer them unique opportunities whilst in Sixth Form.  We also work closely 

with Camps International who offer the Sixth Formers the chance to spend four weeks abroad 

contributing to a range of local and environmental projects, as well as developing a number of skills.  

The next Camps International trip is to Kenya in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Post 16 Exam Results 2019 

This year the school celebrated another set of amazing results. The Emmbrook School has 

consistently outperformed the national picture and is one of the top performing sixth forms in the 

area. 

              Results 2019 

 

A Level Exam Results 2019 

One quarter of our students achieved A* and A grade passes, and over three-quarters secured A*-C 

grades.  

Academic achievement was strong across the breadth of the curriculum. The school's strong focus 
on academic excellence has paid dividends across a broad range of A level subjects. A significant 
proportion of students achieved the highest grades of A*/A in a wide range of subjects, including: 
Chemistry, German, Maths, Further Maths and Media.   

As always, our top performing students achieved results that put them amongst the highest 
achievers in the country. We are extremely proud of our top performing male and female students; 
Ben Lebovitch secured three A* grades in Maths, Further Maths and Physics, and Steph Hutchinson 
achieved A* passes in Biology and Psychology and A in Chemistry. Across all of our students there 
was fantastic success with many students not only achieving entry requirements for the next stage 
in their education but exceeding these requirements considerably. 

Inspectors commented; 

“Provision in the sixth form is good. Academic lessons meet students’ needs well and they make 

good progress.” 

“At the end of the Year 13, students achieved well and the majority made expected progress.” 



“High-quality questions and opportunities to discuss activities enable learners to explore their 

thinking and deepen their understanding.” 

 

 

 

Subject Clusters. 

Knowing which subject area you are keen to pursue at university can often help with the choice of 

A Level subjects you will take, below is a collection of subject clusters for a variety of University 

courses. 

You are advised to consult the list provided by Russell Group universities at Russell Group in 
conjunction with more detailed information on the UCAS website and on university websites. 

Accountancy No subjects are essential although some Universities require 
Mathematics 

Actuarial Science/Studies Mathematics 

Aeronautical Engineering Mathematics and Physics 

American Studies Requirements vary but English and/or History are often asked for 

Anthropology No subjects are essential 

Archaeology No subjects are essential 

Architecture Some courses say they want an arts/science mix. Some may require 
Art 

Art and Design Art or Design Technology 

Biochemistry Always Chemistry and some degrees will say that you must have 
Biology as well, while some say choose one from 
Mathematics/Physics/Biology. 

Biology Biology and Chemistry 

Biomedical Sciences (inc Medical Science) Normally two from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics. 
Chemistry is essential for some courses 

Business Studies No subjects are essential 

Chemical Engineering Chemistry and Mathematics and sometimes Physics as well 

Chemistry Chemistry and occasionally Mathematics. Most courses require 
Chemistry and would like Mathematics and one other science subject 
(for example, Physics or Biology) 

Childhood Studies No subjects are essential 

Classical Studies For Classics courses Latin or Ancient Greek are required 

Computing 
 

For some courses, Mathematics 

Dentistry Chemistry and Biology for most, some require Mathematics and 
Physics as well 

Dietetics Chemistry, Biology 

Drama Some require English Literature and a few English and/ or Theatre 
Studies 

Economics Usually Mathematics 

Electrical/Electronic Engineering Mathematics, Physics 

Engineering (General) Mathematics and Physics 

English English Literature. Some courses will accept English Language 

Environmental Science/Studies Many courses will ask for two from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Physics and Geography 

European Studies A modern foreign language 

French French 

Geography Most degrees require Geography 

Geology/Earth Sciences Usually two from Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geology 
and Geography 

http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices.aspx


  

German 
 

German (a handful of universities offer the opportunity to study 
German from scratch, without German A level) 

History Most degrees require History 

History of Art No subjects are essential 

Italian Italian or another language such as French, German or Spanish 

Law Usually none, although a few universities require English 

Management Studies Sometimes Mathematics 

Materials Science (including Biomedical 
Materials Science) 

Normally two from Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, Biology (also 
Design Technology for some universities) 

Mathematics  Mathematics and sometimes Further Mathematics 

Mechanical Engineering Mathematics, Physics 

Media Studies (inc Comm Studies) A few courses ask for English or Media Studies 

Medicine 
 

Chemistry, Biology and one from Mathematics or Physics will keep all 
the medical schools open to you. If you do Chemistry and Biology 
you will keep open the vast majority. If you do Chemistry and one 
from Mathematics and Physics you will limit your range of choices 
much more 

Music For most traditional courses, Music and Grade VII/VIII 

Nursing and Midwifery Usually Biology or another science including Psychology 

Occupational Therapy Some courses ask for Biology 

Optometry (Ophthalmic Optics) Two from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics or Physics (some courses 
prefer Biology as one of the choices) 

Orthoptics Biology 

Pharmacy 

 

Chemistry and one from Biology, Mathematics and Physics keeps the 

vast majority of courses open to you. Some like to see Chemistry, 
Biology and Mathematics. Doing Chemistry and Biology keeps most 
courses open 

Philosophy No subjects are essential 

Physics Mathematics, Physics 

Physiotherapy 
 

Most courses will consider you with just Biology, however some also 
require a second science from Chemistry, Mathematics or Physics 

Politics No subjects are essential 

Psychology A few courses ask for one from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Physics 

Religious Studies/Theology No subjects are essential 

Sociology No subjects are essential 

Spanish Spanish (some degrees will also consider French, German or Italian) 

Speech Therapy Some degrees want a science such as Biology, Chemistry or Physics. 
Some specify Biology, but some degrees will consider candidates 
with none of these 

Sports Science/Physical Education Many courses want to see one from 

Biology/Chemistry/Mathematics/Physics (some courses will treat 
Physical Education as a science equivalent). Psychology and 
Geography may also be accepted. 

Surveying No subjects are essential 

Teacher Training (Primary or Secondary) At least one National Curriculum subject 

Veterinary Science You should do Chemistry and Biology and one from 
Mathematics/Physics so that you have all universities open to you 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Subject Entry 
Requirements 2020   

     

 Maths  English  Other  
Biology 6 5 GCSE Combined Science 6 Biology 6 

Business   4     

Chemistry 6 5 GCSE Combined Science 6 Chemistry 6 

Computer Science 6 5 GCSE Computer Science 5   

Criminology   4     

Economics 5 5     

English Literature 4 5 GCSE English Lan 5   

Fine Art     GCSE Art 5   

Further Maths 8       

Geography 4 4 GCSE Geography 5 GCSE Science 4 

Government and Politics   5 GCSE History 5   

Graphic Communication   GCSE Art or DT 5 
Merit/Distinction 
Engineering 

History   4     

Maths 7       

PE A-Level 4 5 GCSE PE 6 GCSE Science 5 

Physics 6 5 GCSE Combined Science 6   

Psychology     GCSE Combined Science 5 GCSE Science 5 

Sociology   4     

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


