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Purpose of this section:

• Concerns over Higher Education – myth vs reality

• Timeline of events / applications

• Q&A – I will be available for consultation at the end 

of this evening, or via email over the coming weeks

Do not take notes:

• Copy of this presentation – via email



Terminology

• UCAS - Central organisation through which applications are 
processed for entry to higher education.

• Predicted grade – an honest, aspirational grade issued by 
each subject for each student

• Entry requirements – the grades a student will need to be 
admitted on to a university course

• Personal statement – a 4000 character statement written by 
the student to support their UCAS application

• School reference – the reference written by the school to 
support the students UCAS application – normally made up of 
4 parts – 3 subject references and 1 tutor reference

• Deadline – a date in which a certain event needs to happen 
by – not a definition that all yr 12 students seem to know at 
the moment!



Myth vs reality

• Is university ‘worth it’?

I am not here to sell university

I am here to try and provide a balanced view 

point.



Reasons to go……

1. You enjoy learning

2. You have found a subject you really enjoy

3. You have identified a career you need a degree for

4. It’s the stepping stone to ‘independence’

5. Graduates still earn, on average, £200,000 more 

over a career than non-graduates



Reasons not to go……

1. You don’t know what you want to do

2. Will there be a job at the end of your degree?

3. With the rise in entry requirements will you get in?

4. The rise in tuition fees makes it very expensive – is 

it value for money?



Reasons not to go……

lets address these issues

1. You don’t know what you want to do:

This is a common problem, and one which will not go 
away until you act on it:

• Visit universities, talk to people

• Talk to Sally Spencer - our careers person

• Take some time on the UCAS website – courses 
available



Reasons not to go……

lets address these issues

1. Will there be a job at the end 
of your degree?

The BBC state that:

• Graduates aged 21-24 were still 
less likely to be out of a job 
(8.1%) than their peers without 
degrees (18.6%), the figures 
showed.

The research by the Association 
of Graduate Recruiters 
revealed an 8.9% annual 
increase in graduate jobs



Reasons not to go……

lets address these issues

1. With the rise in entry requirements will you get in

Grades are going up – no argument about it

The course I did at Reading (BA Geography) in 19?? 
Required a BBC, it now requires an AAB

Reason:

More applicants, higher standards, more need to have a 
degree

BUT:

If you can get A’s, B’s, or C’s you will be able to find 
university courses

A 4th AS will help! (85% of universities expect it)



Reasons not to go……

lets address these issues

1. The rise in tuition fees makes it very expensive – is 

it value for money?

Over half of students said 

it was not value for 

money.

1) Shop around – some 

uni’s dropping prices!!

2) Get your course right –

if it’s the right place to 

be doing the right thing 

– it’s value for money



• Look at http://university.which.co.uk/ for course 

costs



there’s no denying it….

• Fees went up (2012)

• University costs more:

Reason: direct funding to universities was cut by up 
to 80% - universities must balance the books 
somehow.

There are 2 forms of support for students:

1. Loans – money which does need to get paid 
back

2. Grants / bursaries – money that does not need 
to get paid back



Tuition Loans:
Have to be repaid

Automatically cover tuition fees for 1st degree.

For 2015/16 first year students:

You repay 9% of your income above £21,000. 

Salary Monthly repayment 

£25,000 £30.00 

£30,000 £67.50 

£35,000 £105.00 

£40,000 £142.50 

£45,000 £180.00 

£50,000 £217.50 

£55,000 £255.00 

£60,000 £292.50 



Maintenance Loans:
This is the money to live:
• Accommodation

• Transport

• Books, paper etc

• Mobile, internet costs

• Food

• Beer?  



So that’s money you have to pay 

back....

....any free money?

Well yes, actually there is!



Student Support – Government is 

insisting on it….
Institutional – Bursaries

Discretionary: Many Universities will be offering larger bursaries. 
These may be a mix of cash and ‘in kind’ payments and

will have different criteria.

For example - UK Access to Exeter Bursary - 2015





Other things to be aware of….



Decision

• Over to you…..

• What happens next?



Timeline:

• Students returned for 
A2 studies on the 13th

June

• 15th June – UCAS goes 
live for yr 12 cohort 
registration

• Wednesday 20th July 
– Personal statements 
should be close to 
being finished



13th June – 20th July

• Tutor time – writing personal statements.

• Students will receive guidance on how and 

what to write!

• Tutors will read and feedback on as many 

drafts as a student submits.

• Tutors will not write the personal statement

• Successful HE applicants normally submit a 

draft a week/fortnight



13th June – 20th July – open days
• The UCAS form requires 

students to choose a 

maximum 5 institutions 

(universities)

• Almost all the universities 

will be running open days

• Students are planning to 

spend 3 yrs of their life at 

one of these places –

visiting them is essential.

• Talk to students doing the 

course you want to study –

find out what they think of 

it



Summer – work, rest and play

• Results day: Thursday 18th August

• Results clinic: Friday 19th August

• MOOC’s……



September

• Students return to school – A2 continues

• UCAS will now be ‘live’ – ie can be sent

• Applications can begin – tutor time / free time

• Students copy personal statement and 

complete all ‘admin’ sections (quite a lengthy 

process)



September

• School will be:

1. Writing subject references

2. Writing tutor references

3. Completing predicted grades

It is vital that students open a dialogue with 
teachers about predicted grades – their 
predictions must match the university 
requirements



As soon as…….

• The UCAS form is completed the better

• Once it has been ‘sent’ by the student (including paying 
the £24 fee), it is not actually ‘sent’

• Student arranges a 20 min meeting with me – double 
checking every detail

• I then send the UCAS form off

Reason: students make errors  - this yr 3 students entered 
codes incorrectly and were applying for either wrong 
courses or wrong unis!

I also match predicted grades to required grades to 
ensure student has a realistic chance of getting in 
(2015, all bar 3 made it to either 1st or 2nd choice)



Does time matter?

• YES!!!

• Universities must get their numbers right to 

balance books

• As soon as an application arrives, most will 

read it and act on it

• Students often receive offers while other 

students are still finishing off their personal 

statements!



15 October 2016

• Deadline for receipt at UCAS of all applications, 
including the reference, for all:

Medicine,

Dentistry,

Veterinary medicine,

Veterinary science courses

and for all courses at the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge.

There will be entry exams for some of these courses (and 
some others)



15 January 2017

• Deadline for receipt at UCAS of all 

applications, including the reference, for all 

courses except those with a 15 October 

deadline, and art and design courses with a 24 

March deadline.



24 March 2017

• Deadline for receipt at UCAS of all 

applications, including the reference, for some 

art and design courses except those listed with 

a 15 January deadline.



What now?

• Talk – to me, to each other, to other students, to 
anyone who’ll listen

• Think – about what you want

• Work – get the highest AS grades you can – leave 
doors open

• Research – courses, places

• Plan – open day visits

• Question – if university is not for you, then what 
is, and what do you need to do it



Thank you for listening

a copy of this presentation is available 

via email request



Useful reading
• UCAS – http://www.ucas.com/

• List of all the open days - http://www.opendays.com/

• UCAS guide to choosing courses -
http://www.ucas.com/students/choosingcourses/

• Student finance England –
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/UniversityAndHi
gherEducation/StudentFinance/index.htm

• Who’s charging what? (BBC) -
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-12880840

• Funding Q&A (BBC) - http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-
11483638

• How do I choose the best university course for me? (The Times) -
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/good_un
iversity_guide/article4165929.ece

• Employment and wage data after graduation -
http://www.bestcourse4me.com/

• Choosing a university 1 - http://university.which.co.uk/

• Choosing a university 2 - http://www.cogentusuniversityguide.co.uk


