A SPECIAL WELCOME TO
YEAR 7
SEPTEMBER 2018

We are a Specialist Maths & Computing College

WELCOME TO
THE EMMBROOK SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Guardians
I am delighted that your child will be joining us in September 2018. The Emmbrook is a great
school and I have the privilege of being the school’s Headteacher, since June 2016.
Over the years the school has earned a reputation in the community for successfully committing
itself to the education of its students, continually reflecting and improving with aspirations to be
'Outstanding'. We have benefited from major funding investment over the last few years, which has
resulted in the new Maths and English blocks, which you and your child would have seen when you
have visited the school. We are in the planning stages to secure a state of the art full sized ‘4G’
astroturf which will be in operation in 2019 and we have further plans to refurbish other parts of
the school site to become a truly 21st Century learning environment.
We want your child to enjoy and be successful at school, reaching his or her potential, experiencing
a positive school career, to make good friends and to look back on his or her time here with fond
memories. A strong and positive relationship between home and school is pivotal. I value working
closely with you as parents and guardians to achieve the very best for your child. At the heart of
everything we do, at The Emmbrook, is the fundamental partnership between school and home.
We strongly believe in this and encourage contact between staff and parents, to celebrate
achievements, in and outside school, or to discuss any struggles that your child may be having at
home or school, and how we can work together to help your child.
Mrs Hodgson is an experienced and dedicated transition manager and Head of Year 7. I know,
without doubt, that she will be fully committed to ensuring each and every child, and parent, are
happy at The Emmbrook School, working hard and being successful in their learning. She works
very closely with her tutors and Mrs Hodgson and her team will make the transition from Primary to
Secondary as easy as possible for your child.
The rest of this booklet will go through all the
information that you need to know about the school
for September 2018. I have every confidence that you
and your child will be glad you are joining
The Emmbrook Family.
I look forward to getting to know you all next year.
Kind regards
Paul O’Neill
Headteacher

AN INTRODUCTION FROM
THE YEAR 6/7 TRANSITION MANAGER

We are delighted to welcome your child into Year 7 at
The Emmbrook School.
We hope that this will be the start of a happy and successful time for
them in every respect of their education and personal development.
Here at The Emmbrook we have developed a strong partnership
between the children, their families and the school. This enables us to work together to ensure that the
children feel secure and well supported by the adult community, both at home and at school.
The transfer into secondary education for many children will
probably be the biggest and most important change in their lives
so far. Many look forward to the various adjustments and
challenges it brings whilst others will find it more daunting.
The programme of events and activities outlined in this booklet are
designed to give every child the most positive and confident start
to school life here. We hope you will acknowledge with us the
importance of getting the children off to a confident start and
that, as a family, you will enter fully into the programme.
In order to strengthen the partnership between school and home we need your help to ensure that your child
attends school every day, looks smart and adheres to the instructions given by members of staff.
You can help your child by familiarising yourself, and them, with the school’s policies with regards to uniform,
behaviour, mobile phones and attendance. You will find some general information on these topics in this
booklet or you can visit our website for more detailed information.
Please can we also ask you to:
•

•
•

•

•

Check every day that your child’s appearance fully
complies with our uniform code when they leave home.
Support them to wear it with pride as they represent
their school.
Ensure that your child is properly equipped for the
correct day’s lessons.
Check and sign your child’s planner on a weekly basis
to ensure homework is completed to a satisfactory
standard and is ready to be handed in on time.
Encourage your child every day to arrive at school
positive and determined to actively engage in their own
learning process.
Motivate your child to participate and take full
advantage of the activities and clubs we run to broaden
their experiences.

You will find accompanying this booklet a number of forms that need completing and returning in the
envelope provided. It helps us enormously to receive these by the stated deadline,
Friday 25th May, as we use all the information when we place the children into tutor and
teaching groups.
We endeavour to place children in suitable, balanced Tutor and College groups, which are mixed in terms of
social, sporting and academic background.
Children will be allocated to one of our four Colleges which are Aqua (Blue), Atmos (Yellow), Solar (Red) and
Terra (Green) and they will wear their College’s distinctive striped colour tie. You will be advised towards the
end of the summer term what College your child will be attached to from September.
The children's first contact with us will probably be when I visit them in their primary school. We aim to
meet every child in this way unless of course they live "out of county". We also spend time on these visits
in consultation with the primary school Year 6 teachers. The children get the opportunity to ask me
questions, tell me any of their worries or concerns and we gain invaluable contact and background
information.
There is a key date in June (Wednesday 27th June) where we begin to give you important information and an
insight into the first year at The Emmbrook.
During this evening you will also be given a leaflet from Marks & Spencer which will provide you with details
regarding the purchase of your child’s school uniform and information from our PTA.
The children also get to experience an induction day at our School. Further details are on the following page.
We look forward to welcoming your child and developing a purposeful partnership.

Mrs S Hodgson
Year 6/7 Transition Manager

Students celebrating Pi day
in their maths lesson.
They were asked to bake cakes or
pies and then decorate
them with Pi.
They were judged by some of our
Year 13 students.
And the winner was the

PIE ☺

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
We look forward to meeting you in the coming weeks, to hopefully establish a sound and
longstanding partnership that will enable your child to make the most of every opportunity that
The Emmbrook has to offer.

Key Dates & Information:
Wednesday 27th June 2018 (8.30 am – 2.30 pm) – Induction Day
This day is a significant event in the transfer process for all our Year 6 children. They will experience an active
secondary school day and meet senior members of staff.
Unless your child’s primary school has made special arrangements for children to come collectively, parents
are asked to bring the children in by 8.30 am. (As a matter of Health & Safety, please do not drive
onto the school site to either drop off or to collect your child).
Your child should wear their primary school uniform. They
should bring a packed lunch including a drink or money for
the canteen (please see our website for our canteen food
options and prices). They will also need something to write
with.
Members of staff and current students will be waiting to
meet your child under the covered way. In order to
assist us during this busy time, we would be
grateful if you could leave them with one of the
helpers and do not follow them into the Main Hall.
The day ends at 2.30 pm; please wait under the covered way and your child will be sent out to meet you. If
your child is to go home with siblings who are already at The Emmbrook, please ensure you tell them to
collect their brother or sister from the Main Hall at 2.55 pm. If you wish your child to go home with a friend or
older student who is not a family member, please let Mrs Hodgson have this in writing or by email prior to the
Induction Day (SHodgson@emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk)
We hope the children have an enjoyable and positive day.

Wednesday 27th June 2018 (7 pm) – New Parents’ Information Evening
This event begins at 7 pm in the Main Hall.
Mr O’Neill, the Headteacher, and other Senior Staff will introduce
you to the key elements of school life, the curriculum and
assessment, with specific reference to Year 7.
Information relating to the purchase of school uniform from
Marks & Spencer, Tirabad and the PTA will be provided during
the evening.
Please do not bring your child to this event.

1st Day as an Emmbrook student
Tuesday 4th September 2018
The new term will begin on Tuesday 4th September
at 8.25am.
On this day, please ensure your son or daughter is
dressed in full school uniform and is equipped with a
pencil case containing everything they will need. They
will not need their PE kit on the first day. Please
ensure all personal items are named.
On arrival your son or daughter should go straight through to
the Main Hall where they will be met by Mrs Hodgson and her
team of helpers. Staff will be on hand to show them the way.

During the course of the first day the Year 7 students will:

•

Spend time with their Tutor and meet the other
students in their tutor group.

•

Be issued with their planner and timetable.

•

Have their photograph taken.

•

Experience their first lessons.

•

Experience a school assembly.

The school day finishes at 2.55pm.

School Buses
If your child is eligible and will be travelling using the school bus you will need to complete an online 'home to
school' transport application form on the Wokingham Borough Council website, school transport page via the
following link:
http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-information-and-services/school-and-collegetransport/
The completed form can be either sent to: Corporate Transport Unit, Wokingham Borough Council,
Shute End, Wokingham, RG40 1BN or emailed to schooltransport@wokingham.gov.uk
Bus passes and route timetables will be issued by the end of July direct from Wokingham Borough Council’s
transport department.
If you need advice please either call the school transport department at Wokingham Borough Council on
0118 9746000 or email them directly.

Settling into The Emmbrook: Students’ thoughts…
Hello and welcome to The Emmbrook Senior School!
Year seven is great because you have so many new and exciting lessons: from
Science with explosions, to Food Technology with delicious meals. The
opportunities are endless! Our school is very kind, so don’t worry if you get lost
because someone will always help you.
Two things I’ve learnt is firstly always pack your bag the night before so that way
you won’t forget anything and secondly, do your homework when you get it
otherwise as you get more and more homework it will pile up!
At the end of each term we have an award ceremony, this is when you get
certificates for your impeccable behaviour and outstanding achievements. Whether
you get certificates or not the important thing is to always try your best!
This was written by Jonathan Dodd

My first day was probably the best day ever, my friends were so helpful and so were
the teachers. I had the best time on my first week of school. Every morning I was
so excited to get dressed, pack my bag and did everything so I was all ready for the
morning. Induction day was a lot of fun as well as we got to make bouncy balls
that worked so well. I’m so happy I joined Emmbrook. I’m so happy I met new
friends that will stick with me forever.
By Isla Fenning

Tirabad
Tirabad Mansion is an outdoor educational centre which is co-owned by The Emmbrook, Charters
and Maiden Erlegh schools. It is a fantastic venue in the heart of the Brecon Beacons in Wales
where pupils of all year groups can go for a week fun and adventure whilst learning about
teamwork, outdoor skills and friendship.

The aim of each course is to teach students about
resilience, independence and how to work with others
in an exciting environment.
“We did so many amazing activities!”

The Year 7 course runs for 5 days and includes a variety of
active days out including, canoeing, mountain walks, climbing,
caving and gulley scrambling.
“The best week you will ever have!”

During the week, pupils have lots of free time and evening
activities where they learn to live and work together and
have an amazing time.
“I wish I could live at Tirabad – it’s brilliant!”

If you want to know more, visit the Tirabad website:
http://www.tirabadoutdoorcentre.co.uk/
Or contact Mr. S. McNaughton at
The EmmbrookO
School.
UR YEAR 7

STUDENTS

“We got wet and
muddy – but it was
great fun!”

Our Year 7 Students
Extra-Curricular Activities and Charity Events are always popular with our students and they are an
excellent way to make new friends whilst enjoying school life.
In September your child will be joining our community and they will have lots of opportunities
available to them to join our clubs, go on trips or to take part in school events.

Music is a big part of school life and
there are several clubs including Concert
Band, Orchestra, Choir and various
smaller ensembles.
You can also take part in a variety of
concerts and musical performance
events.

There are lots
of sports activities
during the year
that students can
participate in.
Here are a selection of some of our young and
talented sports stars.
For more sporting photos and
stories go to
https://twitter.com/emmbrook_pe?lang=en

Some of our talented and aspiring young
actors taking part in a
Greek piece of theatre called
‘Antigone’.
Year 7 Drama Club is run after school
by 6th Form students.
As well as acting, you can also begin
to learn the technical side of
organising productions.

Every student will belong to one of four Colleges; Aqua, Atmos, Solar & Terra and will be able to take
part in inter-College activities.
Throughout the year a variety of events take place, supporting the pastoral curriculum by expanding
the children’s learning and social experiences.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
TIMETABLES
At the start of each year your child will be given a timetable that tells them
what subject they have each lesson, where the lesson will be taught and the
name of the teacher who will teach them. We have a 2 week timetable cycle;
Week 1 & Week 2. We will be starting Week 1 in September. Please ensure
that they copy or stick it into their planner and that they follow it each day.
In order to help your child to be organised and prepared for every school day,
we suggest that they have a regular routine at home. They should check their
timetable in their planner every evening for their lessons for the next day.
They should ensure they have packed in their bags all the correct equipment
for the next day, and have included any completed homework that is due in,
so they do not miss a homework deadline.

PLANNERS
Your child will require a Student Planner at the start of each academic year. This provides students
with school information, their timetable for the year, a homework diary and is a vehicle for
communication between school and parents/guardians.
You should ensure that you check your child’s planner to ensure all homework is
completed by the due date and it is to a satisfactory standard and please remember to
sign it on a weekly basis.
We request a £5.00 voluntary contribution towards the cost of the planner. This can
be paid for on the first day of term in September when your child will be issued with
their planner.

HOMEWORK
Homework is an important part of your child’s education. The work may be finding out information,
answering questions or finishing what they have been doing in a lesson. They must organise their
time to make sure they get the work finished to the best of their ability so that it can be handed in on
time. They should record all their homework and the due date in their planner.
The ideal time to do homework is in the evening of the day it is set. For most subjects, they can use
a computer to do the work and can if necessary cut out the work to stick in their books. If they need
to use a computer for homework then they can go to our IT Suite in M1.6 or the Learning Resource
Centre in school during break times or after school.

EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST
Your child will need some essential equipment for September. These items can be purchased from
stationery shops and supermarkets. Where possible please ensure items are clearly labelled.
ITEM

√

A supply of Black/Blue Ink Pens

HB Pencils

Pencil Case

Ruler

Protractor

Compass

Pencil Sharpener

Rubber

Casio FX-83 GT Plus Scientific Calculator

School bag

VALUABLES
If your child has to bring a mobile phone into school then please advise them that they
are responsible for the phone and that they are not permitted to use it during or
between lessons. They may use their phone at break and lunch times but it must be
switched to silent. If this rule is broken then the phone will be confiscated.
IPods, computer games and IPads should not be brought into school as these are too valuable and
may get damaged or lost.

The Emmbrook Canteen

In September your child can either bring a packed lunch and
sit at one of the picnic benches around the school or go to the
school canteen.
The canteen operates as a cafeteria where a
wide variety of hot and cold food is available
from our catering company Innovate.

Innovate operate a cashless catering system using biometric authentication to provide the facility
for students to purchase meals. Parents can pay for their child’s meals using our online
payments system Tucasi. You will receive information on how to set up an online payments
account within the first few days of your child starting with us in September.
However, please note if your child
wishes to purchase items from the
canteen on their induction day or
during their first few days at school in
September then they will be able to
do so using cash as Innovate
appreciate that there is a period of
time required for the biometric/online
payments system to be set up and
activated.
Enclosed with your pack is a leaflet from
Innovate which gives you and your child
more information on their services.
To see the food choices that are available
at break times, our main meal menus and
a price list please go to our website.
Click on the ‘Admissions’ tab and then
Year 6 transition. On the left hand side,
select ‘Emmbrook Canteen’.
The canteen is open from 8am serving breakfast
including yoghurt, granola, bacon rolls and pastries.
At break and lunch times drinks and snacks are also
available, as well as at the end of the school day.

THE SCHOOL DAY & BREAKS
The school day is very busy and lessons start promptly at 8.25 am. Students need to be in their
classrooms, with the correct equipment, their uniform worn appropriately and ready to work by this
time. Electronic registers are taken at the start of every lesson including Registration Time.

8:25 - 8:45

8:50 - 9:50
9:55 - 10:55

10:55 - 11:20

11:20 - 12:20
12:25 - 13:25

Registration Time
Your Tutor will be with you for this lesson every day. During these lessons:
• Messages are read out.
• Notes for absence are handed in
• Planners are checked
• Uniform is checked
• Attendance and Behaviour are discussed
• Assemblies take place.
Period 1
Period 2
Break
You can buy hot and cold food from the
Emmbrook Canteen at either break.
Discounted meal deals are available. You
can sit in the canteen or at the picnic
benches around school to eat.
You can choose to take part in clubs or
activities or you may be asked to spend
time with teachers completing work.
In the summer you are allowed onto the
field to play or sit and chat.
Period 3
Period 4
Lunch
You can buy hot and cold food at this break, and you can
also purchase a main meal from The Emmbrook Canteen.
Again, you can relax with your friends, catch up on
homework or go to a club

13:25 - 13:55

13:55 - 14:55

14:55

14:55 - 15:55

Period 5
School finishes at 2.55pm.
The Buses leave from the school driveway at 3pm
sharp.
You may wish to stay behind to join in with some extracurricular activities. A list of these will be available in
September.
Students taking part
The Learning Resource Centre or our IT suite in M1.6
in dodgeball as part
will be open should you wish to complete your
of the Berkshire
homework.
Youth programme
You may be asked to spend time with teachers
completing work or homework which you should have done at another
time.
Period 6
Sixth Form lessons only
Extra Curricular activities

WHAT TO DO IF?
There may be times when your child may need some help or support. They
can always talk to their Tutor, their subject teachers, our Pastoral Support
Team or Mrs Hodgson.

They/you should report to the Main Reception if they:

Are late

They will need to sign in the late book.

Feel ill

They should tell their teacher who may give them permission
to visit the Main Reception by issuing an exit pass.

Are absent

The School must stress the importance of attending school every
day and we request that if your child really cannot attend, that
you should ring or email the school before 8.25am to notify us on
each day of absence and provide the reason why they are absent.
The School absence number is 0118 9784406 and select
option 1. The attendance officer’s email is

absences@emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk
They should bring in a letter or a note in their planner and hand it
to their tutor when they return.

Have lost something

We will endeavour to locate the lost item. Please
ensure that all your child’s personal items are
labelled, including their uniform, as this helps us
to return the items quickly.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL
You may contact the school at any time if you have any queries.
You can either speak to their tutor, their subject teachers or Mrs Hodgson,
Year 6/7 Transition Manager.

Our School telephone number is:
0118 9784406
Our standard email address format for any teacher is
initialsurname@emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk
for example Mrs S Hodgson becomes
shodgson@emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk

Attendance
A Guide for students
and Parents

The Key to Academic Success is
EXCELLENT ATTENDANCE at School
Medical Room Procedures

Why is school aendance so important?
Your child will have access to a safe learning environment
Your child will receive the full-me educaon to which they are entled
Your child will achieve success with their learning at school
Your child will have beer choices when they leave school

If a student feels unwell, they should go
to the Main Recepon. They will be
assessed and parents will then be
contacted directly by the school should
the student need to be collected.
If a student contacts you directly, please
contact the school before coming in.

Leave of absence

Holidays During Term Time

For
emergency
medical/dental
appointments, please put a note in your
planner or contact the Tutor/Year
Leader directly.

Holidays during Term Time have a detrimental eﬀect on learning. A
student who takes a 10 day holiday during an academic year will only
aain 94.7% aendance, on the condion that they aend every
remaining school day.

For ALL other absences, please complete
a leave of absence form which can be
found on the school website.

If a student is then ill, each addional day they are absent from school
will reduce their total aendance by 0.5%.

www.emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk/
media/594144/leave-of-absenceapplicaon-form-2016.pdf

No holidays will be authorised at The Emmbrook and those of 5 days
and over will be issued a Penalty Noce by the Educaon Welfare

Please return the form FAO of the
Aendance Oﬃcer, via the Main School
Oﬃce.

Holidays in term me will aﬀect your child’s achievement.

Aendance and Aainment
A student’s chances of success are severely reduced by low
aendance.

Aendance and Punctuality is taken seriously
at The Emmbrook. The Educaon Welfare
Oﬃcer works closely with the school on all
punctuality and aendance concerns.
Students falling below 90% aendance fall
into the PERSISTENT ABSENCE category and
could be subject to parenng contracts and
orders, penalty noces or prosecuon.
If your child falls below 95% aendance or
has odd days oﬀ from school resulng in
failure to complete full school weeks you will
be contacted by the school to discuss how we
can work together to raise this.
If no reason for a child’s absence has been
received a6er two weeks, this will be marked
as an unauthorised absence.

If there are any quesons/problems please contact your child’s Year Leader or Mrs Blyth on 0118 9784406 and we will
endeavour to support you
To report an absence please email: absences@emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk or phone the school on 0118 9784406
Please follow these procedures for every day of absence
PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR CHILD WITH THEIR EDUCATION BY MAKING SURE THAT THEY ATTEND SCHOOL REGULARLY

The Emmbrook School Uniform Code 2018-19 - Boys

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emmbrook School blazer & tie - School jumpers may be worn in addition to the blazer
Plain white school shirt (top button must be done up)
Plain black front creased school trousers
‘Polishable’ black shoes
No jeans/denim
No trainers or canvas shoes of any kind
Piercings must be limited to a single pair of stud earrings

Our compulsory items of uniform are available from Marks and Spencer at the following website:
http://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/berkshire-oxfordshire/the-emmbrook-school
Orders can be placed online or by telephone
Boys Uniform
Blazer
Tie
Jumper
Shirt
Trousers
Socks
Shoes
Top Coat

Compulsory – Navy with embroidered badge
Compulsory – College Tie
Optional – Navy V Neck with embroidered badge
Plain white
Plain black – school design
Plain black
Plain black
Plain navy or black – (not permissible – heavily embossed,
check, denim, leather, hoodies)

Boys PE Uniform
Rugby Top
Polo Shirt
Shorts
Socks
Joggers

Compulsory - AKOA Boys Reversible Rugby Top –
Navy/White with embroidered badge
Compulsory – AKOA Sports Boys Polo Shirt – Navy/White
with embroidered badge
Compulsory – AKOA Multisport Short – Navy with
embroidered badge
Compulsory – AKOA Navy Pro Sports Socks
Joggers – Optional Navy

Additional requirements will include school bag, pencil case, stationery, scientific calculator.
The PE department highly recommend that mouth guards are worn when playing Rugby.

The Emmbrook School Uniform Code 2018-19 - Girls

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emmbrook School blazer & tie - School jumpers may be worn in addition to the blazer
Plain white school shirt (top button must be done up)
Plain black front creased school trousers or a plain black loose fitting skirt of appropriate
length
‘Polishable’ black shoes
No leggings, jeans or socks over tights
No tight fitting skirts
No trainers or canvas shoes of any kind
Piercings must be limited to a single pair of stud earrings

Our compulsory items of uniform are available from Marks and Spencer at the following website:
http://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/berkshire-oxfordshire/the-emmbrook-school
Orders can be placed online or by telephone
Girls Uniform
Blazer
Tie
Jumper
Shirt
Skirt
Trousers
Socks
Tights
Shoes
Top Coat
Girls PE Uniform
Micro Fleece
Polo Shirt
Shorts
Socks
Joggers

Compulsory – Navy with embroidered badge
Compulsory – College Tie
Optional – Navy V Neck with embroidered badge
Plain white (not fitted – designed to be worn with a tie)
Plain black, school design, knee length
Plain black – school design
Plain black
Plain black/flesh coloured
Plain black (heels 5cm or less)
Plain navy or black – (not permissible – heavily embossed,
check, denim, leather, hoodies)
Compulsory – The Emmbrook School Girls – Navy with
embroidered badge
Compulsory – AKOA Sports Girls Polo Shirt – Navy/White
with embroidered badge
Compulsory – AKOA Multisport Short – Navy with
embroidered badge
Compulsory – AKOA Navy Pro Sports Socks
Joggers – Optional Navy

Additional requirements will include school bag, pencil case, stationery, scientific calculator.

Student Code of Conduct
We are all part of a community. We all work together to achieve the best for our school.
All students must play their part in making our school successful.

As an individual you must:
1. Always try your hardest to succeed. Never give up.
2. Behave well so that teachers are able to teach and everyone can learn.
3. Follow instructions given to you by all members of staff.
4. Always show respect and courtesy for others in the way that you act and speak.
5. Tell a member of staff when you know of any behaviour which is making other
students unhappy.
6. Walk sensibly and quietly through the school.
7. Arrive on time properly equipped for all lessons. Wear the correct school uniform with
pride.
8. Know the basic health and safety rules of the school.
9. Remember that you must not bring to school any of the following items: alcohol,
energy drinks, tobacco and other non-prescribed drugs, any items that could be used
as a weapon, jewellery not on the uniform list, other valuable items.
Mobile phones are not permitted during or between lessons. You may use your
phone at break and lunch but it must be muted. If you break these rules your
phone will be confiscated. Your mobile phone is your responsibility.
10. Eat and drink only in approved areas.
11. Do all that you can to make sure that all parts of the school are kept clean and tidy.
12. Realise that when you are out of school you are still representing the school
community. Your behaviour must uphold the good reputation of our school.

Remember…
You have talents which you must use for the benefit of yourself and the school
community. Work to the best of your ability, take pride in what you achieve and your
efforts will be rewarded.

Keeping You Informed

Parent App
The Parent App is our online service which will allow you to
support your child at school. Through the app you will be able to
view your child’s progress and targets, timetable, attendance information, reward and sanction
points, behaviour details, and assessment reports. You will also be able to electronically advise
us of your updated contact details.
We ask that parents sign up for the App by indicating YES on the lilac Data Sheet (which is in
the pack provided), and we will send you a username and password in September.
Electronic Communications
In school you will be kept up to date by student post, when letters are sent home with our
students, but more frequent information regarding school events, trips and news will be sent
through email.
Every term (Autumn, Spring and Summer) we send home monitoring/assessment reports with
all students. We follow this by sending an email to all parents informing them that the reports
are on their way home by student post and they will also be available through the Parent App.
To avoid missing out on any important pieces of information we would like to ask that you
register your email addresses with us (on the lilac Data Sheet) and keep us up to date with any
changes by sending an email to dataoffice@emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk.
In addition it may be necessary at times to send you a text about an up and coming event or
school emergency, for this reason please also register your mobile number with us (on the lilac
Data Sheet) and let us know of any changes.
Finally the PTA will, from time to time, send out notices about events they may be hosting or
information on how you can help. As a school we cannot separate the permission to receive PTA
emails from the school emails that you may receive about your child. If you opt in to school
emails this will also include emails from the PTA.
School Website, Twitter and our Newsletter
To keep track of general school news, find details of our policies, or review curriculum details
please refer to our website www.emmbrook.wokingham.sch.uk/ or follow us on twitter
@EmmbrookSchool. Simply logon to www.twitter.com and search for The Emmbrook School.
We will keep these channels updated on activities that are happening in school or with our
students, or in the surrounding area. A newsletter is published every two weeks and is sent
through email. This gives information regarding up and coming events as well as details of
school activities for the week.

Mrs L C Panesar
Director

The Emmbrook School Curriculum
Our curriculum has been designed to meet the varied needs of each student in order to maximise
every student’s potential.

Years 7 & 8
Our students enjoy a varied curriculum with a balance between the core subjects (English, maths
and science), humanities, languages and creative subjects. This will give our students the
opportunity to develop a sound foundation before they move on to study GCSEs in year 9. All of the
subject areas are staffed by specialist teachers who are experts in their chosen field.
During these two years students will learn:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Art
Computing / IT
Design and technology – including food, graphics and resistant materials
Drama
English
Geography
History
Maths
Modern Foreign Languages
Music
Physical Education (PE)
Religious Studies (RS)
Science (drawn from biology, chemistry and physics)

Lessons take place in appropriate specialist facilities,
including art, design and technology workshops,
sporting facilities, music suites, science labs and
drama studios.
Teachers will plan engaging lessons that are
differentiated to meet the needs of all students.
Students will develop the knowledge and skills that
they need to be successful.
During registration time students will meet with their tutor, who will check uniform, equipment and
planners and provide Pastoral Support and guidance.
Students who arrive below or working towards the National Standard in their KS2 English and
maths SATs will receive additional support so that they can successfully catch-up. This will include
extra English and maths lessons, including small classes and one-to-one tuition.
Throughout their time with us, we will continually monitor the progress of each of our students. We
will look for opportunities to personalise the curriculum for individual students to ensure that they
fulfil their academic potential.

During the spring and summer terms of year 8, students will choose their GCSE options, ready to
begin these courses at the start of year 9. All information about the options process will be available
on our website. Parents and students will be invited to an information evening to ensure that the
best decisions are made.

Years 9, 10 & 11
Students at The Emmbrook School have three years to study for the GCSE exams which they will
sit at the end of year 11.
Our curriculum is balanced to ensure that students
are able to be successful in a range of subjects.
All students will study for qualifications in English,
English literature, maths and science. Students will
be able to choose a wide range of additional subjects,
including business and media studies.
Throughout years 9, 10 & 11 students will have
access to careers education and independent advice
so that they are prepared for the next stage of their
education, be that in our sixth form or elsewhere.

Years 12 & 13
We offer a wide range of A-level levels and BTECs. Students will be prepared for university and
college courses or to embark on a career.

Our curriculum is designed to meet the needs of our students given guidance from the Department
for Education and Ofsted. We may need to adapt the provision that we offer in order to respond to
changes from the government. In the event of changes to the curriculum, we will communicate
these with parents and students.

The Emmbrook School
Learning Resource Centre
The Learning Resource Centre provides our
students with access to an exceptional library with
over 12,000 resources.
The Learning Resource Centre is located in the
heart of the humanities block with a bridge providing
a link to the new Richard Carter Building, the home
of our English Department.
The Centre provides students with a wide range of
resources, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fiction books
Non-fiction books
Information books
Magazines
Newspapers
IT facilities - Computers and internet

The Resource Centre exists to help our students learn. Subject teachers may move their
lessons into the Resource Centre so that students can complete research using the IT facilities
or specialist reference books.
It is also used as a social space. Many students go there at break
times to meet their friends, read or play games. A number of
after school clubs are located there, offering a range of exciting
activities to take part in.
The flexible layout of the Resource Centre makes it an excellent space for a wide range of
activities.
Students are encouraged to visit at break times to complete
homework, borrow books, or to use the books to help with
subject work and revision.
We have a wide range of fiction books to choose from and nonfiction books that may be useful to help complete subject work.
Students are encouraged to use the Resource Centre as a
place for independent study and revision.

Break Time Music Clubs
Lower School Choir (a mixed choir for students in years 7-9)
Band (a mixed instrumental ensemble – Grade 1+)
Small instrumental ensembles
Instrumental & Singing lessons
Offered by teachers supplied by Berkshire Maestros (during the school day, or at
‘The Emmbrook Music Centre’ in the evenings)
Also many opportunities to perform in numerous concerts and school events during
the year, both in and out of school
Trips to concerts and musical productions!

Year 7 – Drama Club
1 hour after school,
1 day per week
Run by the 6th Form
Whole School Production
Technical help
Lighting the Whole School Production
or the GCSE Production

(P.E.)

CLUB
Art Club runs once a week
during lunchtime & is open
to all KS3 students who
are keen to become
involved in ambitious
projects!
Past projects have included
creating murals for the school
canteen & other curriculum
areas & creative projects
among the wider community.

We have many after school clubs and this year our
Year 7s have been able to take part in activities such as
Netball, Football, Gymnastics, Rugby, Cricket, Tennis,
Athletics, Badminton, Rounders,
Basketball & Dodgeball.

Watch out for creative competitions
in English where you will be able to
write spooky stories for Halloween
or an original poem for National
Poetry Day.

Year 7 Geography
- Learn all about the world’s most ‘Fantastic Places’ including Dubai,
The Grand Canyon & The Northern Lights.
- Take a trip around Africa, discovering different cultures, music,
where the Nile really begins & so much more!
Year 8 Geography
- The Geography of my ‘stuff’ – where does all your stuff come from and why?
- Exploding volcano models and a trip to the Natural History museum to see the
Earth exhibit and rock the house show!

Year 7 History:
Making castles (Motte and Bailey) - project using a
variety of different materials.
Trip to Hampton Court- focusing on the Tudor rulers.
Explore the palace and also have a workshop led by an
actor impersonating a Tudor character.
Year 8 History:
Trip to Portsmouth Naval Dockyard to see the ships
related to the Empire. Also attend a workshop on the
Royal Navy and how they stopped the Slave Trade in
Africa.
Year 7 Religious
Studies topics:

Join the Year 7
Computing Club
and learn how
to programme
computers and
how they work

The Science Department runs a
Crest Bronze Award programme
for students in Years 7 & 8, in
conjunction with the British
Science Association.
The range of science, technology, engineering and
maths (STEM) activities aim to inspire and engage
students through this nationally recognised Crest
Award scheme. The Bronze award focus is on fun,
teamwork and transferrable skills and are completed
in approximately 10 hours of project work.
Achievement of such awards can
be included in university
applications or on CV’s. For
more information please visit
their website:

Year 8 Religious Studies topics:
topics
Eastern Religions - understanding
Hinduism, Buddhism & Sikhism & their
different religious celebrations.
Ethics - understanding key ethical theories
and applying to case studies including
animal rights and Refugees.
Philosophy – understanding key
philosophical arguments regarding the
existence of Gof.
Gof

The Year 7 Day Trip to France takes
place in June/July.
It is an opportunity for our students to
speak some
French and to find out more about
the country.
We plan to visit a bakery to watch a
demonstration of the baker’s skills. We will
even have the chance to make a croissant.
We return to Emmbrook with plenty
of edible reminders
of the day

http://www.britishscienceassocia
tion.org/crest-awards

☺

The Christian
Church - exploring
Christianity around
the world.
Islam in Modern
Britain investigating core
beliefs and
practices.
Judaism - study
Judaism through the
themes of Covenant,
sacrifice and
suffering.

Dear Parents / Guardians
My name is Nicky Hopkins and I’m the Secretary for the Emmbrook School PTA. My
daughter, Paige, is currently in Year 8 :-).
Welcome to The Emmbrook School!!
We would love to meet you at our next PTA Meeting. We’re a friendly bunch with parents
from most year groups.
Our meetings don’t go on and on, they usually last an hour :-). Could you spare an hour
twice a term to help us raise funds for the school?
We have a private Facebook Page which all parents are invited to join.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/185698471819703/
Our Easy Fundraising link: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/emmbrookschoolpta/
Here’s a taster of what we’ve been up to this year…

We’ve raised £3300 so far this academic year from:
• A Chocolate Tombola Stall at Wokingham Winter Carnival
• Running the Refreshment Tent at the Wokingham Half Marathon
• Gift Aid
• Easy Fundraising
• Dress Down Days
These are some of the items that we have been able to purchase for the
school: -

Visit from the Onatti Theatre Group

Joule
Meters x 10
X 14 Stop
Watches
MP3 Recorders
Digestive System Model
and Larynx and Lung Model
Subscription
History Textbooks

