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For the purposes of this policy, mobile phones include smartwatches and other personal 
smart devices that can send or receive messages, notifications, images, audio or video. 
 

In line with the Department for Education's updated guidance and our commitment to 
maintaining a calm, focused learning environment, The Emmbrook School will continue to 
operate as a mobile phone-free school from September 2026.  

We are extremely proud that the overwhelming majority of our students have embraced this 
approach since its introduction in September 2025, consistently demonstrating maturity, 
responsibility and respect for our expectations by keeping phones switched off and out of 
sight throughout the school day. Their positive engagement has shown the benefits of 
disconnecting from technology and reconnecting with learning, friendships and the wider 
school community.  

As a result of this success, we have chosen to continue placing trust in our students rather 
than introducing phone pouches or lock boxes. Students in Years 7–11 may continue to 
carry a phone for safe travel to and from school, but phones must remain switched off and 
stored in their bags from the moment students enter the site until they leave at the end of 
the day. Consequences will apply for the small minority who do not meet these 
expectations, ensuring that the positive culture established by our students is maintained for 
all. Any mobile phone or smart device that is seen, heard or used during the school day will 
be confiscated. The school reserves the right to search for and confiscate devices in 
accordance with DfE guidance. Sanctions for misuse will be applied in line with the 
Behaviour Policy, as outlined below. 

Reasonable adjustments will be made where a student requires access to a device for 
medical, disability-related or safeguarding reasons. 
 

In recognition of the greater independence associated with post-16 education, Sixth Form 
students may use mobile phones only within designated Sixth Form areas. This exception is 
carefully controlled and does not extend to the wider school site. As such, KS5 students are 
only permitted to use their phones the Sixth Form area only and in the dining room for 
study purposes during lesson time. Sixth Form students must not use their phones across 
the school site when moving to lessons, or in any other space that is accessed by younger 
students. If a KS5 student does not adhere to this policy, they are subject to the 
consequences in line with KS3 & KS4.  
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